
 

Augustinian Announcements 

Council Corner
The newly elected (May 2022) Council (Minister Lisa Joy Finch; Vice Minister Steve 
Critchlow; Secretary Roberta Heintz; Formation Director Jeanne McNulty; 
Treasurer Jack Patnik; Councilor Dorothy Dulski: and Councilor Joe Terlesky  - 
returning members italicized) met with Spiritual Assistant Brother Matt and 
outgoing Minister Elena Spitzer to start the new administration. 

Topics discussed were the next Cap Cafe (July 9), the successful first Friday 
Rosary in June, restart of the Formation Team and JPIC activities, preparation for 
celebrating the Tranistus of St. Francis, a retreat for June of 2023, and a 
150th Anniversary for the Fraternity in 2024. Much is happening. Get involved. 

Minister’s Message
New beginnings can be exciting and scary. The challenge lies in knowing what to 
keep, what to add, and what to throw away. Last month, the St. Augustine chapter 
of elections ushered in a new beginning with the election of a new Council. We are 
looking forward to challenging and growing the fraternity, as a whole, to live our 

Franciscan calling more fully. My Hope in 
excitement is that we can get every 
brother and sister animated and 
committed to Servant leadership in some 
form. It takes time and education to 
increase our Franciscan spirit. This is so 
worthwhile to benefit ourselves, our 
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communities, and our world. In the words of 
our Seraphic father, “Let us begin again for up 
to now we have done nothing.”

After a period of spiritual, physical, and 
emotional rest, it is hoped that our outgoing 
fraternity council members will once again be 
open to answering the call of Our Lord. We 
thank them and bless them for leading us in 
charity and love. We will continue to ask them 
for counsel as we move ahead. 

Love, Peace, and Joy from your sister in Christ 
and Francis, 

Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Minister, St. Augustine Fraternity 

Calendar

Note: Events marked “P” are sponsored by our 
brothers at The Port, a ministry of the 
Capuchin Franciscans. See portpgh.com. 

June  
26 Fraternity Gathering, 1:30pm 
 Bl. Raymond Lull 

July 
1 Scriptural Rosary, 11:30am (see   
 announcement below) 
 St. Junipero Serra 
4 St. Elizabeth of Portugal 
9  P: Capuchin Cafe, 7pm (see    
 announcement below) 
10 P: Live at The Port w/ Kevin Heider,    
 10:30am 
14 St. Kateri Tekakwitha 
15 St. Bonaventure 
16 Red Door Apostolate, 9am (see  
 announcement below) 
 Canonization of St. Francis 
17 Fraternity Gathering, 1:30pm 
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St. Augustine Secular 
Franciscan Fraternity
Based in Pittsburgh, PA, the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Secular 
Franciscan Order is called to rebuild 
the Church in the example of our 
Seraphic Father St. Francis of Assisi. 
We seek to encounter the living and 
active person of Christ through  our 
relationships with each other, and 
t h r o u g h a p o s t o l i c a c t i v i t y i n 
fraternity and in the world, going 
from Gospel to life and life to the 
Gospel. We typically gather on third 
Sundays at 1:30pm in Hyacinth Epp 
Hall on 37th St., next to St. Augustine 
Church (Our Lady of the Angels 
Parish).  

Minister Lisa Joy Finch, OFS 
Vice-Minister Steve Critchlow, OFS 
Secretary Roberta Heintz, OFS 
Treasurer Jack Patnik, OFS 
Formation Director  
Jeanne McNulty, OFS 
Councilor Dorothy Dulski, OFS 
Councilor Joe Terleski, OFS 
Spiritual Assistant  
Br. Matt Hindelang, OFM. Cap.  

St. Augustine Fraternity 
P.O. Box 40198 
Pittsburgh, PA 15201 

The Pittsburgh Poverello
The monthly newsletter of the St. 
Augustine Fraternity of the Order of 
Franciscan Seculars, The Pittsburgh 
Poverello aims to animate our 
fraternal life and mission in its OFS 
charism, and to communicate and 
record the activities and intentions of 
the entire fraternity. It is emailed to 
the fraternity prior to monthly 
gatherings. Print copies, mailed and 
available at fraternity meetings, use 
recycled paper. All submissions are 
welcome! Please email them to 
robertfallonrobertfallon@gmail.com. 
Submissions should be Franciscan in 
tone and content, are subject to 
editing, and are not guaranteed for 
publication.

http://www.portpgh.com


Announcements

Scriptural Rosary and Reconciliation 
Friday, July 1 at 11:30am we will have our First Friday Scriptural Rosary and 
Reconciliation, at the Port Garden, outside at the bottom of 37th Street and The 
Port on Butler Street. You are encouraged to attend this Franciscan Fraternity 
function. 

We as Secular Franciscans, who follow the Rule, are encouraged to receive this 
sacrament to stay in a state of grace. It is a wonderful opportunity to take part in 
this special opportunity, as we follow in the footsteps of our Patron Saint Francis. 
You may bring a friend, a neighbor, or call another Secular and offer to pick them 
up! Any Inquiries, questions, can be made to me, Robert A. Kruszewski,  
412-302-7459,  or rakruszewski@gmail.com. Thank you, Robert OFS 
           

Capuchin Cafe 
Sat, July 9@ 7pm: Capuchin Cafe. Mark your calendars for our next Cap Cafe, an 
evening of Eucharistic prayer, preaching and worship, community, live music, and 
snacks. The event begins at 7pm at our Our Lady of the Angels Parish with the 
social following just down the hill in Hyacinth Epp Hall. All are invited! 
  
Red Door Reminder 
Reminder that we have been requested to volunteer for the Red Door through 
August. This will be on third Saturdays, namely July 16 and August 20. If you can 
volunteer, contact Liz Cooke at (412) 849-4065 or  
lizzy9cooke@gmail.com. Thank you. God Bless. 
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Treasurer’s Two Cents

Fraternity income is captured in three “buckets.” These are Common Fund (what 
we call free will offering); FSA; and Other. Beginning in 2022, I credit the first 
$45.00 that a person contributes to FSA whether so designated or not. Fraternity 
expenses are captured in two buckets. These are Fixed Expenses (rent payments 
to OLOA and St. Augustine Province, OFM, Cap; Spiritual Assistant Stipend and 
payments to Missioners of Christ for our adoptee in Central America) and Variable 
Expenses (everything else). Future “Two Cents” will touch on “Other” Income and 
“Variable” expenses. 

For Our Franciscan Spirit 

Franciscan Reflection: 
The Canticle of the Creatures
Summary by Josette N. Baker, ofs 

Because of my interest in the arts and a Secular Franciscan, I’m always in awe 
when reciting Francis’s celebrated masterpiece, the “Canticle of the Creatures.”  A 
few years ago, I was truly blessed with a gift from my dear friend, Nichole 
Sinicrope Sanns. An accomplished artist and calligrapher, she designed the 
artwork featured here with this reflection.  The Canticle is entirely hand-scribed in 
ink and designed into a portrait of Francis at prayer.  The image of Francis is taken 
from the work of the artist Lodovico Cardi, commonly known as Cigoli 1559-1613.  
It is truly a keepsake and a personal treasure. 

The book Francis of Assisi, History, Hagiography and Hermeneutics in the 
Early Documents, edited by Jay M. Hammond, provides on pp. 137-151 excellent 
research on the “Canticle of the Creatures,” some of which is used in this 
reflection.  For further study, there is additional information there, along with a 
two-page bibliography.     

Francis’s Canticle is the first recorded and highly celebrated Italian literature of 
record. It represents his deep sacramental vision of reality, proclaims God’s glory, 
power, and goodness, and gives us insight into Francis’s doxological mysticism.  
(Doxology is a short hymn of praises to God in various forms of Christian worship 
and deriving from a similar practice in the Jewish synagogue.) We find embodied 
in the text Francis’s vision of the new creation where God’s own self-expression 
throughout all creation is a harmonious doxology of God’s presence. Written in his 
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native Umbrian dialect, Francis wrote the Canticle while convalescing about six to 
nine months after receiving the stigmata. 

Deceptively simple, the poem consists of five parts: 

Stanzas 1 - 2 Theological - Giving seven attributes of God alone 
Stanzas 3 - 9 Cosmological – Naming the firmament and the terrestrial 
Stanzas 10 - 11 Anthropological – Celebrating pardon and peace, the fruits of   
   God’s love 
Stanzas 12 - 13 Eschatological – Universality of death and the promise of    
   Eternal Life 
Stanza 14  Refrain to be sung after each verse 

The Canticle illustrates Francis’s 
i n t e n s e e m o t i o n a r o u s e d b y 
contemplation of God (theophanic), 
nature mysticism, specific doxological 
mysticism and envisioning the 
promise of a new creation.  This work 
uses the symbolism of the number 
seven, and the creation scriptures of 
Genesis. It reflects the linguistics of 
the Lord’s Prayer, uses the reference 
Brother and Sister celebrating the 
u n i ve r s a l fa t h e r h o o d o f G o d , 
referring to Him in the first person 
“my Lord.” 

Interpretation of the Umbrian word 
p e r and i ts various meanings 
challenge the reader to four different 
ways of understanding the Canticle.  
Per when used as the causal meaning 
“for,” exhorts humanity to give God 
praise for God’s creatures. Per as 
agency meaning “by,” refers to 
creatures themselves praising God.  
Another interpretation of per is 
instrumentality or “by means of,” 

where humans praise God by means 
of creatures. Finally, per as mediation meaning “through,” where God is the very 
agent of praise in whom all creation begins and ends.  All four meanings are valid.  
In summary, Hammond tells us that all should be taken into consideration when 
praying the Canticle because it signifies the distinct but interconnected 
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relationships involving both praise and thanksgiving. Francis wrote and 
understood the prayer on all levels. 

In summary, the “Canticle of the Creatures” is evidence that Francis was indeed a 
mystic because it indicates God’s presence upon Francis’s consciousness. The 
words of the Canticle dramatically highlight these effects.  The unique form of 
hyper-linguistic doxology signifies Francis’s response to God’s presence and 
embody his mystical transformation.  This transformation is the heart of Francis’s 
message to “Praise and bless my Lord and give Him thanks and serve Him with 
great humility.”  
    
Reference 
Francis of Assisi: History, Hagiography and Hermeneutics in the Early 
Documents, edited by Jay M. Hammond, New City Press, 2004. 
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Keeping the Rule
Chapter 2 - Article 4 

The rule and life of the Secular Franciscans is this: to 
observe the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ by 
following the example of Saint Francis of Assisi, who 
made Christ the inspiration and the center of his life 
with God and people. 

Christ, the gift of the Father's love, is the way to him, 
the truth into which the Holy Spirit leads us, and the 
life which he has come to give abundantly. 

Secular Franciscans should devote themselves 
especially to careful reading of the gospel, going from 
gospel to life and life to the gospel. 

Franciscan Foodie: 
Rosquillas de Santa Clara
submitted by Josette Baker, ofs, taken from Cooking with the Saints 

1 Tbsp. dry yeast 
1 Tbsp. water 
1 egg 
3 Tbsp. sugar 
½ cup olive oil 
4 tsp. anise seed 
1 ½ cup flour 
Oil for deep frying 
Powdered sugar for dusting 

Soften the yeast in a tablespoon of water. Beat the egg with the sugar until creamy.  
Add the oil, anise, and yeast.  Stir in the flour. Keep adding flour until the dough 
does not stick to your fingers anymore. 

Knead for 5 minutes and then form balls the size of a walnut. 

Fry these balls in plenty of hot oil and drain on a paper towel. They may be dusted 
with powdered sugar before serving. 

This makes about 24 fritters.  The recipe can easily be doubled or tripled. 
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Rejoice! Prayers & Celebrations 

Profession Anniversaries
June 
21 Marilyn Mislevy 
 John McDonough 
 Lisa Joy Finch 
 John Milcic 

July 
18  Helene Mukankusi 
 Rob Fallon 
20 Curt Lamperski 
21 Ellen Moysan 
 Liz Cooke 
 Ben Orsatti 

Please Pray for Our Homebound Sisters and Brothers
Clara Byerly  
Pat Colonna 
Evelyn Conflenti 
Mary Ann Dapprich   

Betty Fritzley 
Thomas O’Connell 
Angie Rhodes 
Marie Stockey 

Pope’s Prayer Intentions

June: Families 
We pray for Christian families around the world; may they embody and 
experience unconditional love and advance in holiness in their daily lives. 

July: Elderly 
We pray for the elderly, who represent the roots and memory of a people; may 
their experience and wisdom help young people to look towards the future with 
hope and responsibility. 
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Place your mind before the mirror of eternity! 
Place your soul in the brilliance of glory! 

Place your heart in the figure of the divine substance! 
And transform your entire being into the image of the 

Godhead Itself through contemplation. 

-St. Clare of Assisi


